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Ranks of the Czechoslovak Armed Forces

Ranks of the Czechoslovak Armed Forces shows the military ranks and rank insignia in use by the First Czechoslovak Republic, the Second Czechoslovak
Republic, the Third Czechoslovak Republic, and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic.
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Overview

After the independence of Czechoslovakia, the new republic at first used the ranks of the Austro-Hungarian Army, but from 1920 a system was introduced that was
basically similar to the one used presently by today's Army of the Czech Republic.!]

Rank and file

= Vojin (Slovak: Vojak)— Private
= Svobodnik (Slovak: Slobodnik) — Lance Corporal

Non-commissioned officers

= Desatnik (Slovak: Desiatnik)— Corporal

» Cetar (Slovak: Catar)- Sergeant

= Rotny (Slovak: Rotny)— Staff Sergeant

= Starsina (Slovak: Star$ina)— Starshina/Master Sergeant (part of the rank system 1948—1959)
= Rotmistr (Slovak: Rotmajster)— (Company) Sergeant Major

= Nadrotmistr (Slovak: Nadrotmajster)— Senior (Company) Sergeant Major

= Stabni rotmistr (Slovak: Stabny rotmajster)— Staff (Company) Sergeant Major

Warrant officers

Podpraporcik (Slovak: Podpréporcik)— Podpraporshchik/Junior Warrant Officer

Praporcik (Slovak: Praporéik)— Praporshchik/Warrant officer

Nadpraporcik (Slovak: Nadpraporcik)— Nadpraporshchik/Senior Warrant Officer

» Stabni praporéik (Slovak: Stabny préporéik)— Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (abolished 1949)

Officers

= Podporucik (Slovak: Podporucik)—- Podporuchik  Jr, Lieutenant
» Porucik (Slovak: Poruéik)— Poruchik 2nd Lieutenant
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= Nadporucik (Slovak: Nadporucik)- Nadporuchik 1st Lieutenant

= Kapitan (Slovak: Kapitan)- Captain  Stotnik

= Stabni kapitén (Slovak: Stabny kapitan)— Staff Captain (abolished 1953)

= Major (Slovak: Major)- Major

= Podplukovnik (Slovak: Podplukovnik)— Podpolkovnik  Lt. Colonel

= Plukovnik (Slovak: Plukovnik)— Polkovnik Colonel

= Brigadni general (Slovak: Brigadny generaly— Brigadier General (abolished 1950)
= Divizni general (Slovak: Divizny general)— Divisional General (abolished 1950)

= Generalmajor (Slovak: Generalmajor)— Major General

= Generélporucik (Slovak: Generélporucik)— Lieutenant General

= Sborovy general (Slovak: Zborovy general)— Corps General (abolished 1950)

= Generalplukovnik (Slovak: Generalplukovnik)— Colonel General

= Armédni general (Slovak: Arméadny generél)— General of the Army

= Vrchni velitel branné moci (Slovak: Vrchny velitel brannej moci)- Supreme commander of the Armed Forces (abolished 1959)

Army ranks (1930-1939)

Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned officers

= Vojin - Private

= Svobodnik - Lance Corporal
Desatnik - Corporal

» Cetaf - Sergeant

Rotny - Staff Sergeant

Vojenské hodnosti muZstva do roku 1939

Vojak Slobodnik Desiamik

Source:[1]
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Source:lz] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Senior non-commissioned officers

= Rotmistr - (Company) Sergeant Major

= Stabni Rotmistr - Staff (Company) Sergeant Major Vojenské hodnosti rotmajstrov 1930-1939

= Praporcik - Praporshchik/Warrant Officer

» Stabni praporéik - Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (introduced 1938) m @ ﬂ [ ] HIH
Source:[! Rotmajster Stibny rotmajster Priportik

121 The senior non-commissioned officers received new rank
insignia 1938. The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.:

Commissioned officers

= Podporucik - Podporuchik/Junior Lieutenant
= Porucik - Poruchik/Lieutenant Vojenské hodnosti déstojnikov do roku 1939
= Nadporucik - Nadporuchik/Senior Lieutenant
= Kapitan - Captain m
= Stabni kapitan - Staff Captain

. ) Poddporutik Porudik Nadperutik Kapitin
= Major - Major

= Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik/Lieutenant Colonel m ((-1 <(-=1 <(-m
= Plukovnik - Polkovnik/Colonel Kapiin Stiony kapitin Msjor Podphukovaik

= Brigadni general - Brigadier General SR 1530)

= Divisni general - Divisional General ® 9966 @ @
= Armédni general - General of the Army Plukovnik Plukovaik Generdl

{1920 - 19300

[2l The different ranks of the general officers were denoted by two to four stars on

Until 1930, the rank of General, equivalent to that of a Brigadier or Brigadier
the sleeve.The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

General, was the highest rank of the Czechoslovak Army and Air Force.

Source:[!]
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Army ranks (1945-1950)

Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned officers

Vojin - Private

= Svobodnik - Lance Corporal
= Desatnik - Corporal
» Cetar - Sergeant

Source:[!]

Senior non-commissioned officers

Rotny - Staff Sergeant

Star$ina - Starshina/Master Sergeant (introduced 1949)

Rotmistr - (Company) Sergeant Major

Stabni Rotmistr - Staff (Company) Sergeant Major

Praporcik - Praporshchik/Warrant Officer

Stabni praporéik - Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (introtuced 1938)

Source:[!]

Company and field grade officers

Podporucik - Podporuchik
Porucéik - Poruchik
Nadporucik - Nadporuchik
Kapitan - Captain

Stabni kapitéan - Staff Captain
Major - Major

Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik
Plukovnik - Polkovnik

Source:[!]

Hodnostné oznacéenie
podddstojnikov esko-slovenskej armady
v rokoch1945 az 1950

Vojak Slobodnik Slobodnik
(o roku 1948) (1949-1950)

Desiatnik letectva

{do roku 1948) (I94‘9 1930)
Catir letectva Catér letectva Catir absolvent
{do roku 194%) # povolania ctectva
(1949 - 1930)

Source:[31 The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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18] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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General officers

= Brigadni general - Brigadier General

= Divisni general - Divisional General

= Shorovy general - Army Corps General (introduced 1948)
= Armadni general - General of the Army

Source:[!]

Army ranks (1951-1958)

Hodnostne oznacenie
dostojnikov Cesko-slovenskei d armady
v rokoch1945 az 195

Podporuéik Porucik Nadporuéik letectva
Kapitan letectva Stabny kapitan Major
Podplukovnik Plukovnik
letectva

18] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned officers

= Vojin - Private

= Svobodnik - Lance Corporal
= Desatnik - Corporal

» Cetar - Sergeant

Source:[!]

Senior non-commissioned officers, and officer cadets

= Rotny - Staff Sergeant
= Starsina - Starshina/Master Sergeant
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18] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Hodnosti muZstva a poddéstojnikov
Cesko-Slovenskej armady 1951 az 1958
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Source:B The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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18] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Officers
Rank group National Generallflag officers Field/senior officers Junior officers Officer
rank cadet
Czechoslovakia
Vrchni
velitel

Stabni
kapitan

branné Armadni
moci  general
(abolished
1958)

Generalporucik Generalmajor ire'% 2(:;7/[ Plukovnik Podplukovnik Major Kapitan Nadporucik Porucik Podporucik

Ranks 1951-1952

= Armadni general - General of the Army

= Sborovy general - Army Corps General/Lieutenant General
= Divisni general - Divisional General

= Brigadni general - Brigadier General

Ranks 1953-1958

= Armadni general - General of the Army
= Generalplukovnik - Colonel General

= Generalporucik - Lieutenant General

= Generalmajor - Major General

Source:[!]
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Junior Officers

= Podporucik - Podporuchik

= Porucik - Poruchik

= Nadporucik - Nadporuchik

= Kapitan - Captain

= Stabni kapitén - Staff Captain (abolished 1953/1954)
= Major - Major

= Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik

= Plukovnik - Polkovnik

Source:[!]

Army ranks (1960-1990)
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13] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Wojenské hodnosti déstojnikoy
Cesko-Slovenskej armady 1951 a2 1958
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18] The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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Czechoslovak People's Army Source:[4]

Officers
Rank group N?_tai::al Generallflag officers Field/senior officers Junior officers Ocm;fi(‘c;r
o |

Czechoslovakia equivalent | ': Rel|

Armadni
general

Generalplukovnik Generalporucik Generalmajor Plukovnik Podplukovnik Major Kapitan Nadporucik Poruc¢ik Podporucik

Enlisted and Warrant officers

Rank group

I Czechoslovakia No equivalent

Senior NCOs

Junior NCOs E

nlisted
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