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Ranks of the Czechoslovak Armed Forces shows the military ranks and rank insignia in use by the First Czechoslovak Republic, the Second Czechoslovak
Republic, the Third Czechoslovak Republic, and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic.

Overview O

After the independence of Czechoslovakia, the new republic at first used the ranks of the Austro-Hungarian Army, but from 1920 a system was introduced
that was basically similar to the one used presently by today's Army of the Czech Republic.

Rank and file ©

« Vojin (Slovak: Vojak)— Private
« Svobodnik (Slovak: Slobodnik) — Lance Corporal or Private First Class

Non-commissioned officers Q

o Desdtnik (Slovak: Desiatnik)— Corporal

 Cetar(Slovak: Catdr)— Sergeant

» Rotny (Slovak: Rotny)— Staff Sergeant

» Starsina (Slovak: Starsina)— Starshina/Master Sergeant (part of the rank system 1948—1959)
« Rotmistr (Slovak: Rotmajster)— (Company) Sergeant Major

« Nadrotmistr (Slovak: Nadrotmajster)— Senior (Company) Sergeant Major Master Sergeant
o Stabni rotmistr (Slovak: Stabny rotmajster)— Staff (Company) Sergeant Major

Warrant officers Q©

o Podpraporcik (Slovak: Podpraporcik)— Podpraporshchik/Junior Warrant Officer

e Praporcik (Slovak: Praporcik)— Praporshchik/Warrant officer

» Nadpraporcik (Slovak: Nadpraporcik)— Nadpraporshchik/Senior Warrant Officer

o Stabni praporcik (Slovak: Stabny praporcik)— Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (abolished 7949)

Officers ©

o Podporucik (Slovak: Podporucik)— Podporuchik ~ no equivalent - like Junior Lieutenant
» Porucik (Slovak: Porucik)— Poruchik  2nd Lieutenant

» Nadporucik (Slovak: Nadporucik)— Nadporuchik 1st Lieutenant

o Kapitan (Slovak: Kapitan)— Captain  Stotnik

o Stabni kapitan (Slovak: Stabny kapitan)— Staff Captain (abolished 71953)

o Major (Slovak: Major)- Major

» Podplukovnik (Slovak: Podplukovnik)— Podpolkovnik Lieutenant Colonel

Plukovnik (Slovak: Plukovnik)— Polkovnik Colonel

 Brigadni general (Slovak: Brigadny general) - Brigadier General (abolished 7950)

» Divizni general (Slovak: Divizny general)— Divisional General (abolished 71950)

» Generdlmajor (Slovak: Generdlmajor)— Major General

o Generdlporucik (Slovak: Generdlporucik)— Lieutenant General

» Sborovy general (Slovak: Zborovy general)— Corps General (abolished 7950)

o Generadlplukovnik (Slovak: Generdlplukovnik)— Colonel General

» Armadni general (Slovak: Armadny general)— General of the Army

» Vrchni velitel branné moci (Slovak: Virchny velitel’ brannej moci)- Supreme commander of the Armed Forces (abolished 71959)

Army ranks (1930-1939) o

Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned officers ©

e Vojin- Private

o Svobodnik - Lance Corporal
o Desdtnik - Corporal

« Cetar- Sergeant

» Rotny- Staff Sergeant
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Source: The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Senior non-commissioned officers ©

e Rotmistr- (Company) Sergeant Major

o Stabni Rotmistr- Staff (Company) Sergeant Major Vojenské hodnosti rotmajstrov 1930-1939
e Praporcik - Praporshchik/Warrant Officer
o Stabni praporcik - Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (introduced 1938) m @ “

Source: Rotmajster Stibny rotmajster Priporéik

The senior non-commissioned officers received new rank insignia 1938. The
rank titles in the image are in Slovak:.:

Commissioned officers ©

e Podporucik - Podporuchik/Junior Lieutenant

s Porucik- Poruchik/Lieutenant Vojenské hodnosti dostojnikov do roku 1939
» Nadporucik - Nadporuchik/Senior Lieutenant

e Kapitdn - Captain u
 Stabni kapitan - Staff Captain

. Major- I\/Iajor Posdporudik Porudik Madporucik Eapitin

» Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik/Lieutenant Colonel e HEEN @ @ @
* Plukovnik-Polkovnik/Colonel Fapitia Stabny kapitin Major Podplikovnik

o Brigadni general - Brigadier General (1920-1930)

» Divisni general- Divisional General e ¢4¢4 @ @

e Armddni general - General of the Army Plukovalk A Gengsil
o

{1920 - 19300

Until 1930, the rank of General, equivalent to that of a Brigadier or The different ranks of the general officers were denoted by two to four stars on the sleeve.The
Brigadier General, was the highest rank of the Czechoslovak Army and rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
Air Force.

Source:

Army ranks (1945-1950) ©

Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned officers Q@

» Vojin- Private

e Svobodnik - Lance Corporal Hodnostné oznacenie
« Desstnik- Corporal podddstojnikov Cesko-slovenske) armady
« Cetar- Sergeant v rokoch 1945 az 1950
Vojak Slobodnik Slobodnik
(o roku 1948) (1949-1950)
Desiatnik letectva Desintnik
{do roku 1948) (1949-1950)
Catar letectva Catir letectva Catir absolvent
(do roku 1948) > povolania letectva
(1949 - 1950)

Source: The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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Senior non-commissioned officers ©

Rotny - Stafi Sergeunt

Starsina - Starshina/Master Sergeant (introduced 1949)
Rotmistr- (Company) Sergeant Major

Stabni Rotmistr - Staff (Company) Sergeant Major
Praporcik - Praporshchik/Warrant Officer

Source:

Company and field grade officers ©

Podporucik - Podporuchik  Junior Lieutenant
Porucik - Poruchik 2nd Lieutenant

Nadporucik - Nadporuchik 1st Lieutenant
Kapitan - Captain

Stabni kapitan - Staff Captain

Major - Major

Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik Lieutenant Colonel
Plukovnik - Polkovnik  Colonel

Source:

General officers ©

Brigadni general - Brigadier General

Divisni general - Divisional General

Sborovy general- Army Corps General (introduced 1948)
Armddni general - General of the Army

Source:

Army ranks (1951-1958) o

Rank and file, and junior non-commissioned
officers ©

» \Vojin- Private
Svobodnik - Lance Corporal
Desdtnik - Corporal

Cetar- Sergeant

Source:

Stabni praporcik - Staff Praporshchik/Chief Warrant Officer (introtuced 1938)

Hodnostné oznacenie
praporéikov ¢esko-slovenske d armady
v rokoch1945 az 195
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The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
Hodnostné oznacenie
dostojnikov ¢esko-slovenske 6armady
v rokoch1945 az 195
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The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Hodnostné oznacéenie
generalov Cesko-slovenskej armady
v rokoch 1945 az 1950
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The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
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Hodnosti mustva a poddostojnikoy

y ' Cesko-Slovenskej armady 1951 aZ 1958

X o

‘fojak Zenijného vojska

I

Svobodnik pechoty  Desiatnik delostrelectva Catar letectva
Slobodnik Desiatnik pechoty Catar letectva
delostrelectva

Source: The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Senior non-commissioned officers, and officer cadets ©

* Rotny- Staff Sergeant Hodnosti rotnych a frekventantov §kol

» Starsina- Starshina/Master Sergeant Ceskﬂ-SIwenskej A d}? 1951 a7 1958
Source:
Rotny z povolania Rotny tankového vojska

administrativy

d =i TS

Slardina z povolania i
ta nkﬂuézhg viojska Skrsing: pecnoly

Vojanskg’r akademik Frekventant Skoly
Zorani

za dostojnikov

v zalohe zbrani
Vojensky akademik tylu

The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Officers ©

Rank group National General/flag officers Field/senior officers Junior officers Officer
rank cadet
e
Czechoslovakia
Vrehni
velitel . )
brann e Armad{n Generalporucik Generdlmajor Brig ad'," Plukovnik Podplukovnik Major Stapr/u Kapitdn Nadporucik Porucik Podporucik
moci  general generél kapitan
(abolished
1958)

Ranks 1951-1952

o Armddni general- General of the Army

o Sborovy general- Army Corps General/Lieutenant General
e Divisni general- Divisional General

» Brigadni generdl - Brigadier General
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Ranks 1953-1958

o Armddni ge-e-dl- Cenererof he &rn

o Generalplukovnik - Colonel General

» Generdlporucik - Lieutenant General \rchny velitel
o . brannej moci

» Generdlmajor - Major General

Source:
; 5 Zboro eneral letectva
Armadny general {"::’,‘.'lé%uku 053
generalplukovnik)
Dwnzn eneral Brigadny general
1'rkg 1953 (c? mgug1 953
eneralpﬂmﬁfk generalmajor)
glnwch sluZieb
The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.
Junior Officers
» Podporucik - Podporuchik Vojenské hodnosti dostojnikov
» Porucik-Poruchik Cesko-Slovenskej armady 1951 az 1958

o Nadporucik - Nadporuchik

» Kapitdn - Captain

o Stabni kapitén - Staff Captain (abolished 1953/1954)
» Major- Major

e Podplukovnik - Podpolkovnik

Podponuéik Porudik letectva Nadporudik Kapitan
spojovacieha vojska vysadkového vojska Fenijného vajska

e Plukovnik - Polkovnik :
Source: ' m—mcr
Stabny kapitan Major spojovacieho Podplukovnik Plukovnik pecholy
letectva (do roku 1953)  vojska (do roku 1953) intendanstva {do raku 1953)

{do roku 1953)

Major delostreleckého  Podplukovnik tankoveho Plukovik letectva
wyzhrojovania (od 1953)  vojska (od roku 1853)  inZimerske] a tachnicke]
skupiny (od 1853)

The rank titles in the image are in Slovak.

Army ranks (1960-1990) o

Czechoslovak People's Army Source:

Officers ©

Rankgroup  ha O™ General/flag officers Field/senior officers Junior officers Officer
rank cadet
e No '

Czechoslovakia equivalent 5 '

Armadni

genersl Generdlplukovnik Generalporucik Generdlmajor Plukovnik Podplukovnik Major Kapitan Nadporucik Porucik Podporucik

Enlisted and Warrant officers @

Rank group Senior NCOs Junior NCOs Enlisted

b Czechoslovakia  No equivalent E E E E E E . . . I

Nadpraporcéik  Praporcik  Podpraporéik — Nadrotmistr  Rotmistr ~ Rotny  Cetai Desatnik Svobodnik Vojin
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e List of comparative military ranks

Africa

Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros

DR Congo
Republic of the Congo
Djibouti

Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia

Libya
Madagascar
Malawi

Mali
Mauritania
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger

Nigeria
Rwanda

Sao Tomé and Principe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Togo

Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

States with | Somaliland
limited Western Sahara
recognition

Biafra
Bophuthatswana
Ciskei

Kingdom of Egypt
Ethiopian Empire
Katanga
Rhodesia

South West Africa
Transkei

Venda

Zaire

Former
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Comparative

Army
Officers
nlisted

Navy
Officers
Enlisted

Air force
Officers
Enlisted

Apartheid States in Southern Africa
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Americas

Asia

C [ ]

Former

Comparative|

Antigua and Barbuda

Bikamis J

Barbados

Belize

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Cuba

Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Guatemala

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua
Paraguay

Peru

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago
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Navy

Air Force
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Enlisted:
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Navy

Air Force
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Other:

Marine Corps
Space Force
Warrant officer

Uruguay
Venezuela

Canada (pre-Unification),
Confederate States of America

Union
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Navy.

Republic of Texas
e Army
* Navy

e United States Army enlisted
e World War |
e World War Il
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Afghanistan
Bahrzain )
Bargladiesh:
Bhutan J
Brunei

Cambodia

PR of China

Army

Navy

Air Force

East Timor
India

Army

Air Force
Navy

Indonesia
Iran

Iraq

Israel
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Korea (North & South)
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Lebanon
Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolia
Myanmar
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Navy

Air Force
Police
Nepal

Oman

Qatar

Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Sri Lanka
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Navy

Air Force

Q)
—t
Q)
—

Syria

Tajikistan

Thailand
Turkmenistan

United Arab Emirates
Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Yemen

Abkhazia

Artsakh

Palestine

South Ossetia

Taiwan (Republic of China)
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East Turkestan
People's Republic of Kampuchea

Imperial Iran
Imperial Japan
Army

Navy

Kingdom of Laos
Manchukuo

Mengjiang

Mongolian People's Republic
South Vietnam

South Yemen

Tibet

Tuva
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Bulgaria
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Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
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Navy

Air Force
Home Guard

Estonia

Finland

France

Army.

Navy

Gendarmerie

Air and Space Force
Foresters

Germany,
Georgia
Greece
Hungary.
Iceland
Land Forces
Coast Guard

Ireland

Italy
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Navy

Air Force
Carabinieri
Finance Guard

Kosovo
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
North Macedonia
Malta
Moldova
Monaco
Montenegro
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Army

Navy

Air Force

Between 1994 and 2010

San Marino
Serbia

Slovakia
Slovenia

Spain

Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom
Army officers
Army other ranks
Navy officers
Navy ratings

Air Force officers
Air Force other ranks
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Northern Cyprus
Transnistria

AIBania

Kingdom
People's Socialist Republic

Austria—Hungary
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Navy.

Bulgaria
Kingdom
People's Republic

Independent State of Croatia

Czechoslovakia
German Empire
Weimar Republic
Nazi Germany
Army

Navy

Air Force
People's Militia
Paramilitary
SA

SS

East Germany
Kingdom of Greece
Army

Navy

Air Force

France
Napoleonic Grand Army

Hungary
Kingdom
People's Republic
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Kingdom
Social Republic

Ottoman Empire

Polish People's Republic
Republika Srpska
Romania

Kingdom

Socialist Republic

Russian Empire
White Movement

Slovakia (First Republic),
Soviet Union
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1935-40

1940-43

1943-55
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Second Spanish Republic
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Navy

Air force

Yugoslavia

Kingdom

Socialist Federal Republic
Federal Republic
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